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LAOS: The Lao Communists apparently in-
tend to use some of their ailied prisoners to
bargain lor changes in US and Thai poli

NR

Allied Prisoners
May Become Pawn
In Laos Bargaining

The Lao Communists apparently
intend to use some of their allied priso-
ners as bargaining chips to force

changes in US and Thai policy toward
Laos, |

he Communisis will con-
Tinue to ho'd an unspecified number of

US and Thal prisoners beyond the
prisoner exchange deadline of June 4.
This is particularly those captured after
the cease-fiie agreement of February
1973,

US civilian contract pilot Emmet
Key is the only American prisoner in
the post-agreement catcgory and the
only one the Lso Communists sdmit to

(See Laos...Page ¢)
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From Page 1 :

holding, nomdm
not indicate that other ericans are
now being detsined. Four Americans
are believed to have been captured In
Laos before the agreement; 314 are

list
e Com-

mu Wi @ re| of thess
prisoners to the cessation of US aerial
reconnaissance flights over Lao ter
sitory, to the disbanding of [ |
intelligence organiza-
tions in Vientiane and Luang Prabang,
and to the dissolution of
bases.
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I b fure of Americans after the

P
coase-fire agresment is proof of con-
tinued US “sggression™ against Laos
and that this argument might be used
to counter sltied demands for the with-

drawal of
I:Jiot Lao apprehension that
¢ USand Thailand do not intend to

comply fully with the Lao ds of
1

1973
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